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ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
 

WELCOME TO MONT ALTO: A SHORT FILM  
 

Trevon Pegram 
 

 
 

Welcome to Mont Alto. A short-film to highlight the campus and its hidden treasures. 
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Alfred Mueller 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
 
 
 

CONSCIENCE, MORALITY & JUSTICE:  
DOSTOYEVSKY’S CRIME AND PUNISHMENT  

 
Ryan Kelly 

 

 
 

The primary assertion of this paper is that violation of one’s morality will inevitably lead to punishment by one’s 
conscience; the end result of such punishment being true justice.  A study of Dostoyevsky’s novel Crime & 
Punishment, it also includes a development of what conscience, justice, and morality are.  Most evidence is taken 
from the text with appropriate supporting evidence supported from scholarly journals.  The paper concludes that 
violation of one’s morality will result in punishment from one’s conscience, such punishment being justice.   

 
 

Faculty Mentor:  Clare Tauriello 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE: THE UNSPOKEN TRUTH  

 
Ashley Moore 

 

 
 
The purpose of this presentation was to shed light on the Armenian Genocide, the very first genocide of the 20th 
century.  The point I was trying to convey through this project was that society needs to start paying attention to this 
genocide so we can begin to stop others from happening.  Like I quoted in the presentation, “Those who have 
forgotten history are condemned to repeat it”.   

 
 

Faculty Mentor:  Lusine Mueller 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARIES  
 

Noelia Frischeisen 
 

 
 

A research paper for GEOG 030 discussing the types of boundaries there are such as water boundaries, astronomical 
boundaries, etc.  I will also be speaking about conflicts that nations have had because of the unknown determination 
of boundaries such as the conflict involving Argentina and Chile.   
 

 
Faculty Mentor:  George Siehl 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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I �  SOUTH AMERICA  
 

Mayra Calle & Noelia Frischeisen 
 

 
 

It is a common misconception especially in small towns that most Hispanics come from Mexico. Our presentation is 
to show that there are many other Latin American cultures in South America and to open peoples’ eyes to what our 
countries also have to offer.  A power point presentation shows the countries in South America and a little about 
each country. We will also be doing a Salsa dance to show a bit of Spanish culture. 

 
 

Faculty Mentor:  Liliano Lozano 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
 
 

 
PENNSYLVANIA GANG ACTIVITIES  

 
Sandra Offutt, Angela Reid, Julie Retowsky, & Shawna Rotz 

 

 
 

As community health nurses, we chose our research on gangs to identify gang activity through various signs, colors, 
tattoos, and graffiti.  This affects our community due to the increase in drug trafficking, assaults, robbery, auto 
thefts, weapons trafficking, and homicides.  This in-depth study was researched through state and local police gang 
task force with personal interviews with local law enforcement.  The information presented will educate the local 
community on the current gang related activities. 

 
 

Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Stephanie Pichaikul 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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CITY AND TRANSPORTATIONS OF CLIMATE CHANGE   
 

Rejnaldo Gjogu,  Jumah Taweh, & Awet Tesfahun 
 

 
 

The objective of this project is to analyze how climate changes affect a variety of cities and the strategies that certain 
cities are taking in order to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.  Within this, there are many different methods 
through which they can reduce gases and make smarter choices for the future.  Poor actions are the cause of change 
in the climate, which leads to global warming. 
 

 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Lauraine Hawkins 
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
 
 
 

WHY IS IT ALWAYS THE SECOND S IN STS? 
 

Paul Jouannet, Anthony Ogburn, & Riley Wingert 
 

 
 
A project related to the creation of bio-diesel, first from regular vegetable oil, then from waste oil from the campus 
food court. The second part examines administrative, legal, and other issues surrounding the creation of bio-diesel 
on the Penn State Mont Alto campus and the subsequent use of that fuel in the vehicle fleet.   

 
 

Faculty Mentor:  Dr. James Hamilton, Dr. Siegfried Herzog, & Dr. Linghao Zhong,  
Category:  Science / Technology 
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JACKERS, ATTACKERS, CRACKERS, & HACKERS   
 

Joe Barclay, Matt Deshong, & Nolan Kalbarczyk 
 

 
 

The main goal of this project is to make people aware of how vulnerable their systems/networks are.  The project 
will include such topics as:  types of attacks on systems/networks, how attacks are implemented, and the defense 
against such attacks.  Security threats are a growing problem.  The best defense against such threats is knowledge.  
And by watching, adhering to, and implementing the suggestions in our video and website, you will have a broader 
perspective of how much safer your system/network can become.  The protection presented can help prevent 
successful attacks in the future.  Remember, it is your system and your information that is at risk.  How important or 
valuable is your identity and your information?  How far are you willing to go to protect yourself?   

 
Faculty Mentor:  Daniel Mroz 
Category:  Science / Technology 
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SECURITY AWARENESS: THE DANGERS OF SOCIAL ENGINEERI NG 
 

Matthew Boyd, Shana Farrow, Richard Harper, & Andrea Kline 
 

 
 

In SRA 111 our instructor assigned us a team project about security awareness.  Our task was to create a proposal 
intended for the campus IT Director and the Chancellor that would raise security awareness at the Mont Alto 
campus.  Each team chose a specific security topic to focus on.  The teams then decided how they would raise 
campus awareness about their topic.  Our team chose social engineering because it’s an aspect of security that is 
easily overlooked yet requires very little technical skills.  Social engineering attacks use human gullibility to obtain 
confidential information.  Our team decided that the best way to convey the dangers of social engineering was to 
create a video.  The video would have a short example of social engineering followed by more information about 
how to prevent it.  We plan to submit our video project to the Computer Security Awareness Video Contest.  The 
contest is sponsored by the Educause Computer and Network Security Task Force.  The Security Task Force was 
created to improve computer security in higher education.  The video contest is held annually for student projects.   
 
Faculty Mentor:  Daniel Mroz 
Category:  Science / Technology 
 
 

IMPORTANCE OF HAND HYGIENE IN THE COLLEGE POPULATIO N  
 

Sherry Campbell, Tammy Grissinger, & Bonita Westhafer 
 

 
 

The purpose of this study is to address the importance of hand hygiene in the college population to prevent the 
transmission of contagious diseases. By blind observation of the PSU-MA student population prior to eating and 
post toileting, it was noted that the majority of students did not wash their hands. We are proposing that with 
education of the student population using visual aids and demonstration of proper hand washing technique, we can 
encourage the students to utilize proper hand washing techniques. Utilizing proper hand washing can help prevent 
the spread of contagious diseases.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Stephanie Pichaikul 
Category:  Science / Technology 
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NURSING SKILLS: HEAD TO TOE ASSESSMENT,  
INTRAMUSCULAR INJECTION, AND MEDICATION PASS  

 
Amy Bertram, Jared Fisher, Amy Fretz, Clara Johnson, Tracey Kane,  

Carmen Kitts, Yvette Kreitz, & Bobbi Jo Rector 

 
On one of our clinical days, our group was in the laboratory on campus to make an instructional video to help others 
to learn the skills we have been learning.  We chose three skills to focus on: Head to Toe Assessment, Intramuscular 
Injection, and a Medication Pass.  The video shows the proper techniques for the skills.  On the medication pass we 
also incorporated the wrong way to do a medication pass.  We each took a role in each scenario (i.e. patient, nurse, 
family member, etc.).  As we acted out each scenario, we narrated each step and explained its rationale.       
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Lois Orndorf 
Category:  Science / Technology 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PSU FOOTBALL EXPERIENCE: A SHORT FILM  
 

Ernest Isgro 
 

 
 

A project that resulted in a film highlighting the PSU football experience.    
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. James Hamilton 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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POSTER PRESENTATIONS & DISPLAYS 
 

AGRABILITY FOR PENNSYLVANIANS  
 

Heidi Foster, Lisa Hoose, Kate Mercia, Sarah Terry, & Mandy Weistel 
 

 
 
The purpose of this poster presentation is to increase awareness about the PA AgrAbility Project.  This program 
supports agricultural-related workers who have sustained injury or disease.  AgrAbility for Pennsylvanians provides 
a critical service to the Commonwealth's agricultural community. Farming continues to rank as one of the most 
dangerous occupations in the country; and farmers struggle each day to cope with arthritis, knee and back problems -
- to name just a few -- that are caused by the daily demands of production agriculture. Additionally, this poster 
presentation highlights occupational therapy’s role in the federally funded project, actual adaptive equipment 
utilized with farmers who have disabilities, and on-site OTA student demonstrations. 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Angela Hissong  
Category:  Science / Technology 
 

REFERENCES FOR ANATOMY STUDENTS 
 

Julie Barrett 
 

 
 
The purpose of my research was to develop a list of quality references that anatomy students could use to aid them 
in their study of the human body.  I gathered resources mainly from the Mont Alto library and the Internet.  I 
assessed each resource for its usability, clarity, etc.  I compared the resources and included on the list the ones I felt 
were most helpful.  The result of my research was a list of quality resources for studying human anatomy that I 
organized into four different categories:  human atlases, dictionaries and encyclopedias, online databases, and online 
learning centers. For each category of references, I included a brief explanation of why I included that type of 
reference on my list.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Lauraine Hawkins 
Category:  Science / Technology 
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CLIMATE CHANGE  
 

Trevon Pegram 
 

 
 

A display showing variations of changes in climate caused by Mother Nature and also by human beings.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  George Siehl  
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
 
 
 
 

 
EARTH’S CLIMATE HISTORY & IMPACT  

 
Jessica Bussard, Francisco Davila, & Amy Gloss 

 

 
 

The purpose of this project is to lay out the history of the earth from the Cambrian period to the present, and 
determine all the major climate events.  We also study events and their impact on the climate and animals. Finally 
we research the impact of humans on the Earth.  
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Lauraine Hawkins 
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY PRIME FOREST SOILS  
 

Angela Kellert 
 

 
 

Two ArcView generated maps showing Franklin county prime forest soils.  One map will depict prime forest soils 
for all of Franklin Co.  The second map will depict prime forest soil not on farm land, but on all other land of 
Franklin County.  The overall goal is to show land that is suitable for forestation, and should not be used for 
construction of homes, as other land not suitable for forestation should be used for construction of homes.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Peter Linehan 
Category:  Forestry / Environment 

 
 
 
 

A PLANT BIOLOGY LABORATORY MANUAL  
 

Derick Nye & Cristie Shull 
 

 
 
Line drawings of macro and microscopic plant parts to be included in a plant biology laboratory manual.  The 
project will be in the form of a scanned artwork presented in a poster.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Elizabeth Brantley 
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
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ARBORETUM MAPPING PROJECT  
 

Mike McCormick 
 

 
 

A campus arboretum map was generated using ArcView software with the goal of getting this map on the Mont Alto 
web page.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Elizabeth Brantley 
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
 
 
 

FIR (ABIES) TREES IN THE  
PENN STATE MONT ALTO ARBORETUM  

 
Matthew Reitzel 

 

 
 

All the fir trees on the Mont Alto campus will be located, mapped, measured, and photographed using GPS 
technology.  The campus archives were used to obtain historical data on each tree.  Needle samples from each tree 
were obtained to do a cross section by using proper staining and preservation methods, and digital photographs were 
taken to create a photo bank of the microscope slides and whole tree images.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Elizabeth Brantley 
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
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GIS MAPPING OF WILDLIFE HABITAT RANGES  
& THE EFFECTS OF URBAN SPRAWL  

 
Cristie Shull 

 

 
 

GIS mapping of wildlife habitat ranges and the effects of urban sprawl in PA. GIS maps were be created and 
displayed by poster.  Maps were created using PASDA data on the habitat ranges of white tailed deer, black bears, 
coyotes, and wolves.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Peter Linehan  
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
 
 

 
PRESCRIBED BURN PLAN FOR THE  

WAYNESBORO WATERSHED 
 

Rich Briggs 
 

 
 

The project is centered on the prescribed burn for the Waynesboro watershed. The watershed will be mapped out 
with a GPS unit and downloaded into a GIS data base. Layers will be created to display proposed areas for fuel 
breaks, fire lines, and the burn perimeter. A brief report will be included highlighting the benefits of prescribed fires 
and their role in forest management. 
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Peter Linehan  
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
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WAYNESBORO WATERSHED FOREST COVER & HARVEST MAPS  

 
Mark Colwell 

 

 
 

The project would be a display of GIS maps. The project will provide an ongoing tool to help aid in management of 
the Waynesboro Watershed.  The project will show different forest cover types and harvest areas within 
the watershed.  
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Peter Linehan  
Category:  Forestry / Environment 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

RESISTOR / CAPICITOR LEAKAGE  
 

Kyle Heisey & Ben Orr 

 
While measuring the capacitance of a homemade capacitor using a DC Resistor-Capacitor (RC) circuit, we noticed 
that the maximum voltage across the capacitor was not the same as the voltage of the DC power supply.  In an ideal 
RC circuit, the maximum capacitor voltage is exactly the DC voltage.  We realized that this difference was caused 
by a small leakage current through the capacitor, due to an imperfectly insulating dielectric.  We modeled the leaky 
capacitor as an ideal capacitor in parallel with a large, internal resistance. Applying the Kichhoff's Loop and 
junction rules, and assuming that the voltage of the capacitor falls off exponentially with time, we were able to solve 
for the voltage across the leaky capacitor as a function of the DC voltage, the external resistance and the internal 
resistance.  By making measurements with different external resistances, we were able to extract both the ideal 
capacitance and the internal resistance. 
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Michael Doncheski 
Category:  Science / Technology 
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WORKPLACE TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY  
 

Brian Kiel, Kyle Neibich, Anthony Ogburn, & Rashaan Reid 
 

 
 

Our assignment was to develop an information security plan for the campus and present it to the Chancellor and IT 
Director. We chose to increase awareness of the risk visitors may pose to information technology systems of 
businesses. We will use an illustrative video, an outlining poster, and an informational web site to educate 
employees on how best to handle visitors.  They can do this by denying access to sensitive areas unless necessary 
and so they can be watched while they are in those sensitive areas. 
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Daniel Mroz 
Category:  Science / Technology 
 
 

TRAFFIC LIGHT CONTROLLER DESIGN  
 

Kyle Heisey & Ben Orr 
 

 
 
Every traffic light is controlled by a digital logic circuit designed specifically for the scenario that it must control.  
We designed a traffic light that would control a highway that is intersected by a country road.  The traffic light for 
the highway remains green until there is a car on the country road.  The car on the country road triggers the light 
sequence of the highway to red and then the country road light goes to green.  When the car has gone through the 
country road light cycles back to red and the highway light returns to green until the process is repeated.  The circuit 
was designed and then modeled using a digital logic program Logic Works.  The circuit was then transformed to 
using digital logic components. The transformed circuit was built out of IC chips so that the scale model could 
emulate the process.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Khaled Amleh 
Category:  Science / Technology 
 



 19 

 
LEARNING STYLES OF COLLEGE STUDENTS  

 
Sarah Murphy 

 

 
 

It is important to consider learning styles when designing and teaching courses.  The purpose of this study is to 
examine the learning styles of college students.  Specifically, this study will focus on global and sequential learning 
styles.  The research will answer the following questions.  Do the majority of students in the same major have the 
same learning style?  Do students of the same gender have the same learning style?  Do students with higher GPA’s 
share the same learning style?   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Cheryl Cheek 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
 
 
 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
 

Amy Gloss 
 

 
 

The Alternative Spring Break club will display photos and a small video of volunteer work in Springfield Georgia 
during spring break 2007.  
 
 
Staff Mentor:  Linda Worley 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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AUTISM: FACTS & SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

Jamie Taylor & Wendy Woodbury 
 

 
 

This poster was designed for our HDFS 311 class.  We had to find a target group and explore the facts, needs and 
services related to this particular target population.  We have a policy that supports the services for autism from 
another country and the United States.  We also have a list of agencies that help support autism.  We visited Lincoln 
Intermediate Unit and Rockhill Elementary School and interviewed staff members that worked with autistic 
children.  
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Jacqueline Schwab 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
 
 
 

WOMEN IN NEED: HELPING TO FIGHT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  
 

Alyse Harris & Antonia Houston 
 

 
 

Many women in the world are victims of domestic violence in need of special services such as, food and water, 
shelter, and counseling services. Women In Need is provided for these special victims, helping them to cope through 
this difficult time in their life.  We interviewed a department head for WIN Services who explained the purpose of 
her job. WIN provides alcohol & substance abuse counseling, group and individual counseling, a sexual assault 
response team, and other miscellaneous services, including prevention education, food and water, and shelter. Our 
research on Women in Need has opened our eyes to understanding the issues behind domestic violence, and how we 
as community advocates can help victims begin life with a fresh start.  
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Jacqueline Schwab 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY  
 

Selman Ali & Renisha Singh 
 

 
 

Students answer questions about Islam, Hinduism, and religion generally.  Observers are invited to question, argue, 
and discuss related topics.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. John Bardi 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY  
 

Jim Snively 
 

 
 

The goal of this assignment was to explore policies and services available to assist the elderly.  I interviewed Kim 
Kriner at the Franklin County Area on Aging, and she explained that it is critical for people to know what types of 
services are available for both the older people and their caregivers.  This poster presents my findings on the 
services in our community, the policy that helps support the services, and information about similar policies and 
services in South Africa. 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Jacqueline Schwab 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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SUBSTANCE ABUSERS: TREATMENT VS. INCARCERATION  
 

Susan Gerhart 
 

 
 

Overcrowding in prisons and high probation violations has led many states to reconsider the practice of 
incarcerating drug addicts without treatment.  Several states have established programs to help addicts beat their 
addiction, yet there is still a lack of providers for the majority of substance abusers.  Those who have money can 
afford treatment while those who cannot often just end up back in prison. I visited the Franklin County Drug and 
Alcohol program (MH/MR/DNA), researched information on policies and services available to help substance 
abusers, and compared local and international policies and practices.   
 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Jacqueline Schwab 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
 
 
 

CHILDREN IN NEED: DISABILITY SERVICES  
FROM FRANKLIN COUNTY TO EGYPT  

 
Gwen Goetz 

 

 
 

Children with disabilities are in need of specialized services world wide.  The Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act of the United States insures this population equal opportunity to education.  Services provided by the 
Franklin Learning Center in Chambersburg aim to carry out the mandates of the IDEA policy.  Similar policy has 
been adopted in Egypt. 
 
Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Jacqueline Schwab 
Category:  Humanities / Social Sciences 
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Art Show Participants 
 
Artist Title of Work Medium 

 
Kyle Ale The Cheese Stands Alone India ink 
Ty Angney Baseball Glove Pencil 
Michael Bartee Red Rocks Oil 
Brandon Bernola Taste of Ink Mixed ink & pastel 
Erika Brooks Country Life Oil 
Shavina Cue Essense of Color Charcoal and pastel 
 Maze to Love Charcoal and marker 
Satchel A. Dennis Death on the Hill  Charcoal 
 Ducks in a Row (Sitting Ducks) Marker 
 Man in Top Hat Marker 
Stephen Fincham Piece 1 India ink 
 Piece 2 Conte Crayon 
Anna Hou Head Studies Pencil and charcoal 
 Penn State Lion on Orchard Road Oil 
Jade Lauren Johnson Black & White Abstract Oil 
 Midnight Ball Oil 
 Make the Known Unknown Oil 
Becky Kendig Hollywood Excellence (Cary Grant) Charcoal 
 Kitchen Flirtation Charcoal 
 Lover’s Quarrel Oil 
 Washington D.C. Charcoal 
Bethany Marvel Waiting for My Wave Pencil 
Carlos Moreno Peace Conte Crayon 
Jonathan Muha Roadway to Confusion India ink 
Jeff Oden Old Cowboy Charcoal 
George Panagos Evzone Pencil 
Brian Patterson Life as Usual Oil 
 Rock Run Oil 
Trevon Pegram Dragon of the Temple Pencil & ink 
John Peters Complaining Worm Ink 
 Floods Pencil 
 Friends Marker 
 Suburban Husband Pencil 
Julie Roehner Country-side Paradise Conte Crayon 
 The Day of the Beautiful India ink 
Kimberly Strawbridge Solitude Oil 
Tyler Swope Broken Honor Ballpoint pen 
 The Hand Pencil 
 Mark Hammil Marker 
 Robo Raptor Pencil & ballpoint pen 

Hector Williams B.B.B. (Bird-Bat-Bear) 
Ink, marker & colored-
pencil 

 The Pondering Educatee 
Pen, marker & colored-
pencil 

Shatema Williams Desert Sunset Oil 
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Award Recipients 
 
 

Forestry / Environment 
 

1st Place    GIS mapping of wildlife habitat ranges and the effects of urban sprawl in PA.  Cristie Shull.   

2nd Place    Arboretum Mapping Project.   Mike McCormick.  

Honorable Mention     A plant biology laboratory manual.   Derick Nye & Cristie Shull. 

 
Humanities / Social Sciences 

 
 

1st Place    Conscience, Morality and Justice: Dostoyevsky’s Crime and Punishment.   Ryan Kelly. 
 
2nd Place    Learning Styles of College Students.   Sarah Murphy.  
 
Honorable Mention    The Armenian Genocide: The unspoken truth.  Ashley Moore. 

 
 

Science / Technology 
 

 
1st Place    Why is it Always the Second S in STS?   Paul Jouannet, Anthony Ogburn & Riley Wingert.  
 
2st  Place    Traffic Light Controller Design.   Ben Orr & Kyle Heisey. 
 
Honorable Mention    Importance of Hand Hygiene in the College Population. 
Sherry Campbell, Tammy Grissinger & Bonita Westhafer 
 
 

Art Show 
 
 
1st Place    Lover’s Quarrel.   Becky Kendig.   
 
2nd Place    Life As Usual.   Brian Patterson.   
 
3rd Place    Penn State Lion on Orchard Rd. Anna Hou. 
 
Honorable Mention Washington D.C.  Becky Kendig.   
   Forgotten Sea.      Moses Wagner.   
   Kitchen Flirtation.  Becky Kendig.  
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Judges 
 
 

Paul Bart 
Peter Dendle 
Jim Donovan 
Brad Evans 

Tom Glumac 
George Pogue 
Robin Yaure 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Committee 
 
 

John Bardi  
Julie Demoss  

Susan Johnston Graf  
Jim Hamilton  
Peter Linehan 
Lois Orndorf  
Carol Maholtz  

Stephanie Pichaikul  
Freya Qually  

Tom Reinsfelder  
Doadi Rockwell 
Grace Rockwell  

Kimberly Rushing  
Vicki Sprenkle 

 
 

 


